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24 February 2026

Mr. Vahid Kardany
Deputy General Secretary — Member Association
Asian Football Confederation

Statutes and Electoral Code of Member Associations

Dear Sir,

The Bahrain Football Association presents you with its salutations and with
reference to your letter DSW)/VK/DGSO/070 dated 9 February 2026, kindly find
attached copy of Bahrain FA’s statutes (2023) in Arabic and English.

Furthermore, we would like to clarify that the Bahrain FA does not implement an
Electoral Code but instead applies the Articles (32) to (43) of the Bahrain FA
Statutes regarding the Electoral Process.

Awaiting your reply and/or comment on the above, please accept our best regards.

&’\ ]
—__ ——=—
Rashed Abdulla Alzaabi

Bahrain Football Association

General Secretary ARS8 lial sl

Encl. Bahrain FA’s Statutes (Arabic)
Bahrain FA’s Statutes (English)
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CHAPTER ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article (1) — Definitions

For the purposes of applying these Statutes, the following terms shall have the
meanings set out for each term hereunder, unless the context suggests a
different meaning, and the reference to natural persons applies to both
genders, as well as the reference to individuals as all and vice versa:

Kingdom: The Kingdom of Bahrain.
) Fedération Internationale de Football
FIFA: e
Assoclation.
IEAB- The body responsible for issuing and

amending the Laws of the Game.

Asian Confederation
(AFC):

The Association: Bahrain Football Association.

Asian Football Confederation.

The General Sports Authority established

General Sports Authority: pursuant to Decree No. 61 of 2021.

A grouping of football associations of several
Regional Association: countries forming a defined geographical
region.

The legislative body and the supreme

General Assembly: authority in the Association.
Council: The executive body of the Association.

Member of the General Any legal entity accepted as a member of the
Assembly: General Assembly.

The committee responsible for supervising
Supervisory Committee:  the electoral process for the presidency and
membership of the Council.

League: An organization affiliated to the Association.

Any sports club legally registered and a

Club: member of the Association.
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Any football player registered in the

Player: Association.

Members of the Council, committee members,
coaches, referees and persons responsible

Officials: for technical, medical and administrative
matters within FIFA, AFC, the Association, or
any affiliated league or club.

The game governed by FIFA in accordance

Football: with the Laws of the Game issued by IFAB.

) . More than half of the members present and
Simple Majority: entitled to vote.
More than half of the total members entitled

Absolute Majority: to vote

Three quarters of the total members entitled

Special Majority: t0 vote.
Ordinary Courts: National courts of general jurisdiction.

Bodies competent to adjudicate sports

Judicial Bodies: disputes.

Court of Arbitration for The international arbitral tribunal seated in
Sport (CAS): Lausanne, Switzerland.

Article (2) — Name, Establishment, Headquarters and Legal Form

1. Name: The name of the Association is the Bahrain Football Association,
being the body supervising the game of football in the Kingdom.

2. Establishment: The Association was established in 1957 in accordance
with the legislation of the Kingdom and shall exist for an unlimited
duration.

3. Headquarters: The principal headquarters of the Association shall be
located in the city of Riffa, Kingdom of Bahrain.

4. Legal Form: The Association is an independent civil organisation of a
federal nature, duly registered in the Kingdom in accordance with the
applicable laws and regulations. It is a member of FIFA, the Asian
Football Confederation, the Arab Football Association and the Bahrain
Olympic Committee.
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The emblem of the Association is embellished with gold features to
represent Bahrain as a Kingdom of high standing, incorporates an Arabic
pattern symbolising Arab culture in the Kingdom, and displays the name
of Bahrain in both Arabic and English to form a unified dual identity,
with the Bahraini flag designed in the form of a jewel to reflect
prosperity.

The colours of the Association’s emblem consist of gold, red and white.

The name Bahrain Football Association shall be abbreviated in Latin
letters as (BFA).

The flag, emblem and abbreviation are legally registered with the
competent official authorities in the Kingdom. The Association alone
holds the proprietary rights thereto and all legal consequences arising
therefrom.

The primary kit colour of the national teams shall be red and white, the
first alternative kit shall be white and red, and the second alternative kit
shall be blue and white.

Article (3) — Vision, Mission, Objectives and Values

1.

Vision: To strive for the Kingdom to attain a distinguished position in all
fields of football at the regional, continental and international levels.

Mission: To achieve quality in administrative and technical work through
development programmes that contribute to obtaining honourable
results in all fields of football at the local, regional, continental and
international levels.

Objectives:

a) To strengthen national belonging and consolidate national identity
among the people of the Kingdom through the sport of football.

b) To create a broad base of football participants.

c) To select football players in the Kingdom on sound scientific
foundations.

d) To prepare national football teams for honourable representation in
regional, continental and international forums.

e) To prepare the necessary leadership cadres in the fields of
administration, coaching and refereeing in football.

f) To build bridges of cooperation and coordination with regional,
continental and international associations to develop Bahraini
football.
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g) To organise competitions and festivals contributing to the
development of football in the Kingdom.

h) To disseminate and strengthen the culture of professionalism in
football.

i) To encourage scientific research for the advancement of football in
the Kingdom.

j) To promote and market football activities in order to obtain support
from the local community in both the public and private sectors.

k) To establish strategic community partnerships for the development
of football locally and internationally.

) To prevent practices that may undermine the integrity of matches
and competitions organized under the supervision of the Association
and to refrain from all activities that obstruct the progress of football.

m) To support the national team in a manner contributing to optimal
external representation of the Kingdom.

4. Values:

a) Credibility, objectivity and transparency in all matters relating to
football.

b) Consolidation of the principles of sportsmanship, good conduct and
fair play.

c) Teamwork.

Article (4) — Neutrality and Non-Discrimination

The Association, its bodies and its members shall adhere to the following:

a) Non-discrimination between persons on the grounds of origin, race,
gender, colour, language, religion, politics or for any other reason. Such
acts shall be punishable by suspension or termination of membership in
accordance with these Statutes.

b) Neutrality in political and religious matters.
c) Equality in providing opportunities for the discovery of players through
focus on all grassroots and national levels.

Article (5) — Promotion of Friendly Relations

1. The Association shall promote friendly relations among members,
officials, players and the community in pursuit of its objectives.

2. Every individual, member, league or entity involved in the game of
football shall comply with the provisions of these Statutes and other
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relevant regulations and shall respect the principles of equal
opportunity, loyalty, integrity and sportsmanship.

3. The Association shall provide the necessary mechanisms for the
adjudication of domestic football disputes arising between members,
clubs, leagues, officials and players.

4. The Association shall issue regulations and decisions contributing to the
achievement of its objectives and ensuring effective governance of the
conduct and activities of its affiliates. Such regulations and decisions
shall include provisions relating to administrative affairs and the
discipline of clubs, members, leagues, players, officials and other
affiliates of the Association.

Article (6) — Players

1. The Council shall issue, by decision, a specific regulation governing the
status of players and the provisions relating to their transfers in
accordance with the applicable FIFA Regulations.

2. Players shall be registered in accordance with the provisions set forth
In these Statutes and the regulations issued by the Association.

Article (7) — Laws of the Game

The Association and its members shall practise the game of football in
accordance with the Laws of the Game issued by the International Football
Association Board (IFAB). No other body shall have the authority to establish
or amend the Laws of the Game.

Beach soccer and futsal shall be governed by their respective laws issued by
the Executive Committee of FIFA.

Article (8) — Cooperation with the General Sports Authority

Without prejudice to the independence of the Association, the Association
shall coordinate and cooperate with the General Sports Authority in
accordance with the applicable legislation.

Article (9) — Official Languages

1. The official language of the Association shall be Arabic. All documents,
instruments and regulations shall be drafted in Arabic. They may be
translated into other languages. In the event of any discrepancy in the
Interpretation of texts drafted in other languages, the Arabic text shall
prevail.

2. The official language of the General Assembly shall be Arabic only.
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CHAPTER TWO
MEMBERSHIP OF ASSOCIATION

Article (10) — Admission, Suspension and Termination of Membership

1. The General Assembly shall have exclusive competence to decide on the
admission of members, the suspension of their membership and the
termination thereof in accordance with the provisions of these Statutes.

2. Membership in the Association shall be admitted by a decision issued
by a Special Majority in accordance with the provisions of these Statutes.

3. Membership in the Association shall terminate either by termination of
membership or by resignation. Termination of membership shall not
exempt the member from the obligation to settle all financial dues owed
to the Association or to any of its members or affiliates.

Article (11) — Admission to Membership of the Association

1. Membership of the Association shall be either Ordinary Membership or
Associate Membership.

2. Ordinary Members: Clubs and leagues that enjoy all membership rights
provided for in these Statutes.

3. Associate Members: Clubs to which the General Assembly grants
Associate Membership in the Association in accordance with the
provisions and procedures set forth in Article (12) of these Statutes.

Associate Membership shall be for a period of four years, during which the
performance of the member shall be evaluated and its adequacy and
fulfilment of the conditions required for Ordinary Membership shall be
assessed.

The Council shall submit its recommendation regarding the Associate
Member to the General Assembly at its first meeting following the lapse of
four years from the date of its admission as an Associate Member. The General
Assembly shall decide by Special Majority either to grant the Associate
Member the status of Ordinary Member of the Association or to renew its
Associate Membership for one additional equivalent term.

In the event that Associate Membership is renewed for another equivalent
term, the Council shall submit its recommendation regarding the Associate
Member to the General Assembly at its first meeting following the lapse of
four years from the date of renewal. The General Assembly shall decide by
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Special Majority whether to grant the Associate Member the status of Ordinary
Member of the Association.

In all cases, if the required Special Majority cannot be obtained, the Associate
Membership shall lapse. The member shall not be entitled to apply for
Associate Membership again except after the lapse of one calendar year from
the date of termination of membership.

Article (12) — Application for Membership and Procedures

1.

The procedures for applying for membership and the conditions for its
acceptance shall be governed by a specific regulation issued by the
Council in matters not expressly provided for in these Statutes.

Any entity wishing to obtain membership of the Association shall submit
a written application to the General Secretariat of the Association in
order to verify fulfilment of the legal requirements. The application shall
be submitted to the Council and included in the agenda of the General
Assembly for decision. In the event of approval of membership, FIFA and
the Bahrain Olympic Committee shall be notified accordingly.

. The following documents shall accompany the membership application:

a) A copy of the applicant’s Statutes and approved regulations.

b) A declaration by the applicant undertaking to comply with the
provisions of these Statutes and the regulations and decisions issued
by the Association, the AFC and FIFA, and guaranteeing their respect
and compliance by its officials and players, and that its Statutes
expressly provide for such obligation.

c) A declaration of adherence to the Laws of the Game in force and all
amendments thereto.

d) A declaration recognising the Judicial Bodies of the Association, the
National Dispute Resolution Chamber and the Bahrain Chamber for
Dispute Resolution in accordance with its sports arbitration rules for
the adjudication of any domestic sports legal dispute, as well as the
Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), as provided in these Statutes.

e) A declaration that its headquarters are located within the territorial
jurisdiction of the Association (the Kingdom).

f) A declaration that it shall participate in all official matches organised
by the Association.

g) A list of its officials specifying those authorised to sign and conclude
legal contracts.
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h)

k)

A declaration undertaking not to organise or participate in
international matches without the prior written approval of the
Association.

A declaration undertaking not to organise or host any club from
outside the Kingdom without the prior written approval of the
Association.

A declaration of commitment to comply with any decision issued by
the Association concerning the prohibition of organising or
participating in any domestic or international match.

A copy of the minutes of the last General Assembly meeting or
founding meeting.

4. The Council shall recommend to the General Assembly either approval
or rejection of the membership application. The General Assembly may
request that the reasons for such recommendation be stated. The
applicant shall be permitted to present to the General Assembly the
reasons for its application.

5. The member shall enjoy the rights and assume the obligations of
membership immediately upon approval of its admission in accordance
with these Statutes.

Article (13) — Rights of Members

1. Ordinary Members shall enjoy the following rights:

a)

To participate in discussions and to vote at Ordinary and
Extraordinary General Assembly meetings and to receive the agenda
In advance.

To propose items for inclusion on the agenda of the General
Assembly.

To nominate candidates for membership of the bodies and
committees of the Association in accordance with these Statutes.

To nominate candidates for election to the presidency and
membership of the Council in accordance with these Statutes.

To follow up on the affairs of the Association in accordance with the
powers set forth in these Statutes.

To participate in the competitions and sporting activities organised
by the Association.

2. Associate Members shall enjoy the following rights:

a)

To attend Ordinary and Extraordinary General Assembly meetings
and to participate in discussions without the right to vote.
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3.

b) To participate in the competitions and sporting activities organised
by the Association.

The exercise of all rights shall be in accordance with these Statutes and
the regulations in force within the Association.

Article (14) — Obligations of Members

Members of the Association shall comply with the following obligations:

a)

b)

j)

To comply with the provisions of these Statutes and the regulations,
directives and decisions issued by the Association, the AFC and FIFA.

To support the national teams through programs for the preparation
and development of players to ensure optimal representation of the
national teams.

To participate in the competitions and sporting activities organized by
the Association.

To pay membership fees.

To respect the Laws of the Game issued by the International Football
Association Board (IFAB) and to ensure their respect by all officials.

To include in its Statutes a provision stipulating that, in the event of any
sports dispute involving the member or any of its affiliates with other
parties concerning the application of these Statutes or the regulations,
directives and decisions issued by the Association, FIFA or the AFC,
recourse shall be made to the competent arbitral or judicial bodies of
FIFA, the AFC or the Association. Recourse to or litigation before the
ordinary courts shall be prohibited.

To notify the Association of any amendment to its Statutes, regulations,
list of officials or persons authorized to sign agreements and legally
binding contracts on its behalf.

Not to establish any sporting relationship with entities not recognized
by the Association or with members whose membership has been
suspended or terminated.

To observe the principles of loyalty, integrity, sportsmanship and equal
opportunity.

To maintain a register of members and to update it regularly.

Article (15) — Suspension of Membership

1.

The General Assembly may suspend the membership of any member of
the Association on a temporary basis if the member commits a violation
of the provisions of these Statutes or the regulations, directives and
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decisions in force. The Council may suspend the membership of a
member on an urgent basis if the member commits a serious violation
of these Statutes or the regulations, directives and decisions. The
decision of suspension shall be submitted to the next General Assembly
meeting, unless the Council withdraws its decision prior to such
meeting.

2. A suspension decision issued by the Council shall be ratified by the
General Assembly by Absolute Majority. The suspension shall be lifted
automatically if it is not ratified.

3. A suspended member shall lose its membership rights for the duration
of the suspension. Other members shall not engage in sporting
cooperation with the suspended member during that period. This shall
not preclude the imposition of other sanctions.

4. The membership of members who fail to participate in one or more of
the domestic competitions referred to in Article (84) of these Statutes
shall be suspended for a period of not less than six months and not
exceeding one full calendar year.

5. The suspension shall be lifted upon the expiry of its specified period or
by decision of the General Assembly upon the request of the suspended
member at the next General Assembly meeting, provided that the
reasons for the suspension have ceased to exist.

Article (16) — Termination of Membership

1. The General Assembly may terminate the membership of a member in
the following cases:

a) If the member fails to fulfil the obligations set forth in Article (14) of
these Statutes or any financial obligations due to the Association.

b) If the member commits a serious violation of the provisions of these
Statutes or the regulations, directives or decisions issued by the
Association, the AFC or FIFA.

c) If the member is liquidated or dissolved.

2. The reasons for termination of membership shall be circulated to the
members of the Association together with the agenda. The concerned
member shall have the right to speak in its defense and to submit a
written defense memorandum.

3. A decision to terminate membership shall be issued by the General
Assembly by Special Majority.

4. A member whose membership is terminated shall be relieved of its
duties immediately and shall remain obliged to fulfil its financial
obligations towards the Association and its members.
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5. An application for reinstatement of membership by a member whose

membership has been terminated shall not be considered unless one
calendar year has elapsed from the date of issuance of the termination
decision.

Article (17) — Resignation

1.

A member may resign from membership of the Association at the end
of the sporting season, provided that the General Secretariat is notified
by registered letter with acknowledgment of receipt not less than three
months prior to the end of the sporting season.

In all cases, the resignation of a member shall not take effect until the
end of the sporting season and upon settlement of all financial
obligations owed to the Association and to the other members and
affiliates.

Article (18) — Status of Clubs and Leasues

1.

Clubs and leagues shall be affiliated with and recognized by the
Association. These Statutes shall define the scope of the authority of the
Association and the rights and obligations of members. Their Statutes
and regulations shall be approved in accordance with the laws in force
in the Kingdom and shall not conflict with the provisions of the Statutes
and regulations of the Association.

Clubs and leagues shall ensure that all decisions relating to their
membership in the Association are taken independently from any
external body, regardless of its legal personality.

In all cases, no natural or legal person, including holding companies and
their subsidiaries, shall exercise control over more than one club or one
group in a manner that affects the integrity of decisions relating to any
match or competition.

Article (19) — Honorary Presidency and Honorary Membership

1.

The General Assembly may confer the title of Honorary President or
Honorary Member upon any person who has rendered distinguished
service to football. The Council shall submit the nomination for such
title.

The Honorary President or Honorary Member may attend meetings of
the General Assembly and participate in discussions without the right to
vote.
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CHAPTER THREE
BODIES OF THE ASSOCIATION

Article (20) — Bodies of the Association

. The General Assembly.
. The Council.

1
2
3. Standing and Ad Hoc Committees.
4,
5
§)

The General Secretariat.

. Judicial Bodies.

. The Association shall, in accordance with the provisions of these

Statutes, elect, appoint or constitute the members of its bodies
independently and without influence from any external body.
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SECTION ONE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Article (21) — The General Assembly

1.

The General Assembly shall constitute the legislative authority and the
supreme body comprising the members of the Association. It shall have
the power to issue decisions, and its decisions shall be effective and
binding. It shall be constituted in accordance with the provisions of
these Statutes.

Meetings of the General Assembly shall be either Ordinary or
Extraordinary.

The President of the Council shall preside over and conduct the
meetings of the General Assembly in accordance with these Statutes and
the regulations in force within the Association. In the event of vacancy
in the office of the President, the Vice-President shall preside. In the
absence of both, the longest-serving member of the Council shall
preside over the meeting of the General Assembly.

The General Assembly may appoint observers to participate in its
meetings and to respond to questions addressed to them. They shall
have the right to participate in discussions without the right to vote.

Article (22) — Representatives of Members at the General Assembly

1.

Each club or league shall be represented at the General Assembly by
two representatives selected by the club’s Board of Directors or by the
officials of the league. The representatives of the member shall belong
to the member and shall have been elected as members of its Board of
Directors by the competent authority within the member. They shall
provide evidence thereof when requested.

The right to vote at the General Assembly shall be limited to the Ordinary
Members present. Each Ordinary Member shall have one vote in the
Assembly. Voting by proxy or by correspondence shall not be permitted.

The representative of a member shall have no criminal record involving
offences affecting honour or integrity.

Members of the Council, the General Secretary and the Assistant General
Secretary shall participate in meetings of the General Assembly without
the right to vote. They shall not be appointed as representatives of any
member at the General Assembly during their term of office within the
Association.
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5. The President of the Council may request any employee of the
Association to attend meetings of the General Assembly to respond to
questions addressed to them, without the right to vote.

Article (23) — Powers of the General Assembly

The General Assembly shall have the following powers:
a) To adopt and amend the Statutes of the Association.
b) To approve the minutes of the previous General Assembly meeting.
c) To elect the President and members of the Council.

)
)

d) To appoint observers for the electoral process.
)

()

To appoint auditors.

f) To appoint the members of the Judicial Bodies and the Audit and
Governance Committee upon nomination by the Council.

g) To approve the financial report.
h) To approve the annual budget of the Association.

i) To approve the administrative report submitted by the President of the
Council.

j) To determine membership subscription fees and any other fees.

k) To confer the title of Honorary President or Honorary Member of the
Association upon nomination by the Council.

) To grant, suspend or terminate membership in accordance with the
procedures set forth in these Statutes.
m) To remove any member of the Council from office.
n) To withdraw confidence from the Council.
0) To dissolve the Association.
)

p) To delegate certain of its powers to the President of the Council or to
the Council.

q) To take any other decision upon proposal by one or more members of
the General Assembly in accordance with these Statutes.

Article (24) — Convening of the General Assembly

1. A meeting of the General Assembly shall be validly constituted by the
presence of an Absolute Majority of its members.

2. If the aforementioned quorum is not met, a second meeting of the
General Assembly shall be held after a period of not less than (8) eight
days and not more than (15) fifteen days from the date of the first
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meeting, without the requirement of a quorum and with the same
agenda, unless the agenda includes matters requiring a Special Majority.

Meetings of the General Assembly shall be held in person. Except in
cases involving the election of the President and members of the
Council, meetings may be conducted through electronic, telephonic or
any other means that allow members to participate in real time and
enable all participants to hear and speak to each other during the
meeting.

Article (25) — Decisions of the General Assembly

1.

2.

Unless otherwise required by the provisions of these Statutes, the
General Assembly shall adopt its decisions by Simple Majority. In
calculating the required majority, invalid votes and abstentions shall be
excluded.

Voting shall be conducted by show of hands, paper ballots, electronic
count or any other method determined by the Council. Voting may be
conducted by secret ballot. In the event that the counting of votes is
unclear, voting shall be conducted by calling the members by name in
alphabetical order.

Article (26) — Ordinary General Assembly

1.
2.
3.

The Ordinary General Assembly shall be held once each year.
The Council shall determine the place and date of the meeting.

The General Secretariat shall send a written notice convening the
General Assembly to the members of the Assembly and to the General
Sports Authority not less than (30) thirty days prior to the scheduled
date of the meeting.

4. The notice shall include the administrative report, the financial report

and any other relevant documents.

Article (27) — Agenda of the Ordinary General Assembly

1.

2.

The General Secretariat shall prepare the agenda in accordance with
proposals submitted by members of the General Assembly and by the
Council. Such proposals shall be submitted to the General Secretariat
together with a brief explanation not less than (15) fifteen days prior to
the date of the General Assembly meeting.

The General Secretariat shall circulate the agenda not less than (7)
seven days prior to the date of the General Assembly meeting.
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3. The agenda of the Ordinary General Assembly shall include the following
items:

a) A declaration that the General Assembly has been duly convened in
accordance with these Statutes.

) Adoption of the agenda.

c) Address by the President.
) Approval of the minutes of the previous General Assembly meeting.
)

Appointment of financial and legal auditors, whether from within or
outside the Association, if any.

f) Administrative report covering a summary of the activities of the
Association from the last General Assembly meeting to the current
meeting.

g) Presentation of the consolidated or amended balance sheet and the
profit and loss statement.

h) Presentation and approval of the financial statements.
i) Approval of the estimated budget.

j) Approval of the admission of new members, if any.

k) Suspension or termination of membership of a member.

) Withdrawal of confidence from the Council or dissolution of the
Association, if any.

m) Voting on proposed amendments to the Statutes of the Association,
if any.

n) Appointment of at least three members of the General Assembly to
review the minutes of the meeting.

0) Discussion of proposals submitted by members of the General
Assembly and the Council.

p) Election of the President and members of the Council, if scheduled.

q) Appointment of the members of the Judicial Bodies and the Audit
and Governance Committee upon nomination by the Council, if
scheduled.

4. The agenda of the Ordinary General Assembly may be amended subject
to the approval of an Absolute Majority. The General Assembly shall not
consider any matters not included in the agenda or not approved for
addition by amendment.

Page 18 of 46 Bahrain Football Association Statutes 2023



Article (28) — Minutes of the General Assembly Meetings

1.

The General Secretariat shall be responsible for preparing and drafting
the minutes of the General Assembly meetings. The minutes shall be
reviewed by the members appointed for this purpose and shall be
approved at the next meeting of the General Assembly.

A copy of the minutes shall be sent to the members of the General
Assembly and to the General Sports Authority within thirty days from the
date of the meeting.

Article (29) — Entry into Force of General Assembly Decisions

The decisions of the General Assembly shall enter into force immediately upon
their issuance, unless the General Assembly determines another date for their
entry into force.

Article (30) — Extraordinary General Assembly

1.

The Council may convene an Extraordinary General Assembly at any
time.

The Council shall convene an Extraordinary General Assembly upon
receipt of a written request submitted by an Absolute Majority of the
members, provided that such request states the reasons therefor. The
Extraordinary General Assembly shall be held within thirty days from the
date of receipt of the request. If the Council fails to do so, the requesting
members shall have the right to convene the General Assembly
themselves. In all cases, such members shall have the right to seek the
assistance of FIFA in relation to any matter preventing the fulfilment of
this request.

The members and the General Sports Authority shall be notified of the
place, date and agenda of the meeting at least fifteen days prior to the
date of the meeting.

If the Extraordinary General Assembly is convened by the Cpuncil, the
Council shall prepare the agenda. If it is convened by the requesting
members, they shall prepare the agenda including the matters they wish
to discuss. In all cases, the agenda of the Extraordinary General
Assembly shall not be amended.

The provisions governing the convening of the Ordinary General
Assembly shall apply insofar as no specific provision is set forth herein.
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Article (31) — Procedure for Amendment of the Statutes

1.

Any Ordinary Member of the General Assembly may submit a written
request to the General Secretariat proposing an amendment to the
Statutes, provided that the proposal is accompanied by the reasons for
the amendment. The request shall not be valid unless it is supported in
writing by five Ordinary Members. The Council shall examine the
proposed amendment and submit @ memorandum thereon. The
proposal, its reasons and the memorandum of the Council shall be
presented to the General Assembly at its next meeting.

The Council may propose amendments to the Statutes, provided that
such proposal is presented to the General Assembly together with its
agenda and accompanied by the reasons for the amendment.

The adoption of a proposal to amend the Statutes shall require the
approval of a Special Majority of the members of the General Assembly.
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SECTION TWO
THE COUNCIL

Article (32) - Composition of the Council

The Council shall consist of ten members, including a President, a Vice-
President and (8) eight members. They shall be elected by the General
Assembly for a term of (4) four years and may be re-elected in accordance with
the provisions of these Statutes.

Article (33) — Nomination

An Ordinary Member of the Association shall have the right to nominate only
one candidate, either for the presidency of the Council or for membership
thereof.

Article (34) — Eligibility Criteria_for Candidacy for the Presidency and

Membership of the Council

1.
2.

10.

1.

The candidate shall be a Bahraini national.

The candidate shall be a representative of one of the Ordinary Members
of the Association.

The candidate shall not be less than thirty calendar years of age on the
date of the election.

The candidate shall be resident in the Kingdom.
The candidate shall possess full legal capacity.

The candidate shall be proficient in reading and writing the Arabic
language.

The candidate shall be of good conduct and reputation and shall not
have been convicted by a final criminal judgment involving offences
affecting honour or integrity.

The candidate shall not have been subject to a decision of suspension
or termination of membership by the Association, unless such
membership has been reinstated.

A member of the Council shall not combine membership of the Board of
Directors with membership of any sports judicial body or the board of
directors of a club or another association.

The candidate shall not be an active member of any political or civil
association.

The candidate shall hold a university degree not less than a Bachelor's
degree or shall possess active experience in the field of sport for a
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period of not less than (10) ten years, as evidenced by supporting
documentation.

12. A candidate for the presidency of the Council shall hold a university
degree not less than a Bachelor's degree, shall possess experience in
the field of football for a period of not less than (10) ten years, and shall
be proficient in reading and writing the English language.

Article (35) — Nomination Procedures

1. The General Secretariat shall announce the opening of nominations for
the presidency and membership of the Council at least (30) thirty days
prior to the date of the General Assembly meeting.

2. Clubs shall nominate their candidate and complete the nomination form
prepared by the General Secretariat. The form shall be submitted to the
General Secretariat within (15) fifteen days from the date of the opening
of nominations.

3. The General Secretariat shall prepare lists of the candidates, including
their curricula vitae, in accordance with the provisions of these Statutes.

4. The General Secretariat shall send the complete list of candidates to the
member clubs of the Association together with the agenda of the
General Assembly.

Article (36) — Formation of the Supervisory Committee

The President of the Council shall form the Supervisory Committee, taking into
account the following provisions:

a) The Supervisory Committee shall be constituted from the date of the
opening of nominations for the presidency and membership of the
Council.

b) The Supervisory Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and (2) two
members appointed by the President of the Council, provided that at
least one of them holds a Bachelor's degree in law.

c) Two (2) additional members appointed by the General Assembly as
observers of the electoral process shall join the Supervisory Committee.

Article (37) — Independence of the Supervisory Committee

The Supervisory Committee shall enjoy full independence in the performance
of its duties. The Council shall provide the necessary facilities and resources
to enable the Committee to carry out its functions.

Page 22 of 46 Bahrain Football Association Statutes 2023



Article (38) — Powers of the Supervisory Committee

The Supervisory Committee shall be responsible for administering all matters
relating to the electoral process, including receiving nomination applications,
verifying the fulfilment of eligibility criteria by candidates, excluding those who
do not meet the conditions set forth in these Statutes, supervising the conduct
of the elections and announcing the results thereof.

Article (39) — Voting Mechanism

The General Secretariat shall prepare the voting mechanism in accordance
with two separate forms, one for the election of the President of the Council
and the other for the election of its members. Such mechanism shall be
approved by the Supervisory Committee.

Article (40) — Withdrawal of Candidacy

Any candidate may withdraw from the election, provided that such withdrawal
Is submitted in writing and signed by the candidate not less than three days
prior to the scheduled date of the election.

Article (41) — Voting Procedure

The Ordinary Members of the General Assembly shall elect the President and
members of the Council from among the final list of candidates. Each member
shall record its vote on the form prepared for this purpose without placing any
mark or indication revealing its identity. The voting process shall be conducted
by secret ballot. Any vote cast in violation of these provisions shall be deemed
null and void.

Article (42) — Counting of Votes and Announcement of Results

1. Upon completion of the voting process, the Supervisory Committee shall
count the votes, validate the valid votes, exclude the invalid votes and
determine the number of valid votes obtained by each candidate.

2. The Supervisory Committee shall announce the name of the candidate
elected as President and the names of the candidates elected as
members of the Council who have obtained the highest number of valid
votes. In the event of a tie between two or more candidates for a seat, a
re-election shall be conducted between them once. If the tie persists,
the winner shall be determined by drawing lots.

3. If the number of candidates for membership of the Council is equal to
the number of available seats, no election shall be conducted and they
shall be declared elected by acclamation.
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4.

If the number of candidates is fewer than the number of seats of the
Council provided for in these Statutes, they shall be declared elected by
acclamation. An election shall be held to complete the remaining seats
at an Extraordinary General Assembly within (60) sixty days from the
date of such declaration. If the required number remains incomplete
after the election, the President of the Council shall appoint persons to
fill the vacant seats.

Article (43) — Vacancy in the Council

If a seat on the Council becomes vacant before the expiry of its term, the
Council shall appoint a person to fill such seat until the next meeting of the
General Assembly. At that meeting, a replacement shall be elected for the
remainder of the term of the Council in accordance with the procedures set
forth in these Statutes, unless the remaining term of the Council is one
calendar year.

Article (44) — Meetings of the Council

1.
2.

The Council shall convene at least (6) six meetings per year.

The Council shall be convened by invitation of its President or upon a
request submitted by half of the members of the Council. In the latter
case, the President shall convene the meeting within (7) seven days from
the date of submission of the request.

The President of the Council shall determine the agenda. Each member
of the Council shall have the right to propose items for inclusion on the
agenda, provided that such proposals are submitted to the General
Secretariat at least (2) two days prior to the meeting. The agenda shall
be circulated to the members of the Council.

The General Secretariat shall participate in meetings of the Council in
an advisory capacity and shall prepare the minutes of the meeting.

Meetings of the Council shall be confidential. The Council may invite any
person it deems appropriate to provide an opinion upon request,
without the right to vote.

Meetings of the Council shall be held in person. The Council may also
hold meetings via electronic, telephone or any other means that allow
members to participate in real time and enable all participants to hear
and speak to each other during the meeting.
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Article (45) — Powers of the Council

The Council shall have the following powers:

a)

To take decisions in all matters not falling within the competence of the
General Assembly or other bodies of the Association in accordance with
these Statutes.

To prepare for and convene meetings of the Ordinary and Extraordinary
General Assembly.

To appoint the chairpersons, their deputies and the members of the
standing committees.

To nominate members of the Judicial Bodies and the Audit and
Governance Committee for appointments by the General Assembly.

To form ad hoc committees whenever necessary.

To issue regulations governing the work of the standing and ad hoc
committees and the Judicial Bodies of the Association.

To appoint and dismiss the General Secretary and the Assistant General
Secretary upon proposal of the President, and to supervise the
performance of the General Secretariat and the administrative and
financial affairs.

To nominate auditors and independent reviewers for submission to the
General Assembly.

To determine the venues, dates and number of teams participating in
the various competitions of the Association.

To appoint employees of the Association, coaches and other technical
staff for the various national teams of the Association.

To issue the internal regulations of the Association.

To ensure the implementation of these Statutes and to take the
necessary executive arrangements and decisions for their application.

m) To suspend the membership of any member of the Association on a

n)

0)
p)

q)

temporary basis until the next meeting of the General Assembly, at
which the matter shall be submitted for decision.

To appoint the members of the Executive Office.

To delegate to the bodies of the Association tasks falling within the
powers of the Council.

To select the Association’s nominees for membership of external
committees and positions.

To develop the financial resources of the Association.
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Article (46) — Decisions of the Council

1.

A meeting of the Council shall not be valid unless attended by at least
half of its members, provided that the President or the Vice-President is
among those present.

The Council shall adopt its decisions by Simple Majority. In the event of
a tie, the side on which the Chair of the meeting votes shall prevail.
Voting by proxy or by correspondence shall not be permitted.

Any member of the Council who has a conflict or potential conflict of
Iinterest in relation to any matter under discussion shall disclose such
conflict and shall refrain from participating in the discussion or voting
on the matter.

The decisions of the Council shall be recorded in the minutes of its
meeting.

Decisions of the Council shall enter into force immediately upon their
Issuance unless the Council decides otherwise.

Article (47) — Termination, Suspension or Resignation of a Member of the

Council

1.

2.

3.

Membership of the Council shall terminate in the following cases:
a) Death of the member of the Council.

b) Absence from three consecutive meetings or five non-consecutive
meetings of the Council without an excuse accepted by the Council.

c) Loss of legal capacity.

d) Commission of any act that undermines the respect due to the
Kingdom and its symbols, the integrity of the Association and its
bodies, or any sports organization, or that harms their reputation.

e) Loss of any of the eligibility conditions for membership of the Council
set forth in Article (34) of these Statutes.

The Council shall suspend the member on a temporary basis in the
event of the occurrence of any of the circumstances referred to in items
(b), (c), (d) and (e) above. The matter should be included on the agenda
of the next meeting of the General Assembly for decision by secret
ballot.

A member of the Council may submit a resignation request to the
President of the Council not less than (4) four months prior to the date
of the Ordinary General Assembly meeting.
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Article (48) — President of the Council

1. The President of the Council shall be the legal representative of the
Association and shall supervise the conduct of its affairs. In particular,
the President shall have the following powers:

a) Toimplementthe decisions of the General Assembly and the Council
through the General Secretariat.

b) To ensure that the bodies of the Association perform their functions
fully in order to achieve the objectives set forth in these Statutes.

c) To supervise the work of the General Secretariat.

d) To regulate relations between the Association and its members, the
AFC, FIFA and other bodies and organizations.

e) To propose to the Council the appointment and dismissal of the
General Secretary and the Assistant General Secretary.

f) To propose to the Council the appointment of a legal advisor and a
financial advisor to the Council.

g) To preside over meetings of the General Assembly, the Council and
the committees to which the President has been appointed chair,
and over other committees when attending their meetings, except
for the Judicial Bodies.

2. In the absence of the President, the Vice-President shall assume the
President’s powers.

3. Any other powers as determined by the internal regulations of the
Association.

Article (49) — Vice-President

The Council shall elect a Vice-President at its first meeting. The Vice-President
shall assume the powers of the President in the event that the President is
permanently or temporarily unable to perform the duties of office, until the
impediment ceases or a new President is elected in accordance with the
provisions of these Statutes.

The President may delegate certain of the President's powers to the Vice-
President or to any other member of the Council.

Article (50) — Representation and Signature

The President shall be the legal representative of the Association and shall be
authorized to sign on its behalf. The President may delegate signing authority
to the Vice-President or to the General Secretariat. The Council may establish
a system of joint signatures for authorized officials.

Page 27 of 46 Bahrain Football Association Statutes 2023



Article (51) — Executive Office

1.

The Executive Office shall consist of the President of the Council and (4)
four members selected from among the members of the Council and
appointed by the Council for a term of (1) one year. The Executive Office
shall consider matters requiring urgent resolution between meetings of
the Council.

In the absence of the President from a meeting of the Executive Office,
the Vice-President shall assume the President’s powers.

The General Secretariat shall prepare the agenda of the Executive Office,
draft the minutes of its meetings and follow up on its decisions,

The President of the Executive Office shall convene its meetings. If a
meeting cannot be held for any reason, decisions may be adopted by
circulation. The President shall inform the Council of such decisions at
its next meeting for ratification.

Meetings of the Executive Office shall be held in person. The Office may
also hold meetings via electronic, telephone or any other means that
allow members to participate in real time and enable all participants to
hear and speak to each other during the meeting.
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SECTION THREE
STANDING AND AD HOC COMMITTEES

Article (52) — Standing Committees of the Association

1.

The Standing Committees of the Association shall consist of the
following:

a) Competitions Committee.
) Finance and Marketing Committee.
) Legal Affairs Committee.
d) Futsal Committee.
) Beach Soccer Committee.
f) Audit and Governance Committee.
g) Media Committee.
h) National Teams Committee.
i) Players’ Status and Transfers Committee.
j) Referees Committee.
k) Women's Football Committee.

The Council shall appoint the chairpersons of the standing Committees
from among the members of the Council at its first meeting, except for
the Audit and Governance Committee, whose members shall be
appointed by the General Assembly upon nomination by the Council in
accordance with the provisions set forth in Article (58) of these Statutes.
The term of membership of these standing Committees shall be (4) four
years and shall coincide with the beginning and end of the term of the
Council.

Fach committee shall consist of not fewer than (4) four members and
not more than (8) eight members.

The Council may, when necessary, appoint chairpersons of committees
from outside its members.

The Council shall have the right to suspend or merge committees when
necessary.

The Council may delegate the powers of certain committees to other
bodies pursuant to a special agreement, provided that such delegation
does not conflict with FIFA Statutes and Regulations.

Each committee chairperson shall nominate a deputy and the members
of the committee, subject to approval by the Council.

Page 29 of 46 Bahrain Football Association Statutes 2023



8. Each committee shall be represented by its chairperson, who shall
manage its affairs in accordance with the relevant regulations, decisions
and instructions. The deputy chairperson shall act in place of the
chairperson in the event of absence or inability to perform duties.

9. The chairperson of each committee shall determine the dates of its
meetings in coordination with the General Secretariat, ensure the
performance of all tasks and duties, and submit reports and minutes of
meetings to the Council.

10. The chairperson or deputy chairperson of each committee shall convene
its meetings periodically or whenever necessary.

11. A committee meeting shall be validly constituted by the attendance of
at least half of its members, including the chairperson or deputy
chairperson. Decisions shall be adopted by Simple Majority. In the event
of a tie, the side on which the chairperson of the meeting votes shall
prevail.

12. Each committee may propose amendments to the regulations governing
its affairs and submit them to the Council.

13. The recommendations of the committees shall be submitted to the
Council for ratification in order to enter into force, unless the Council
has delegated decision-making authority to the committee.

14. A member of a committee shall not participate in the deliberation or
voting on any matter in which there exists a conflict or potential conflict
of interest.

Article (53) — Competitions Committee

The Competitions Committee shall be responsible for organizing the
competitions of the Association in accordance with the provisions of these
Statutes and the regulations in force. It shall also consider general football
matters within its scope of competence and manage relations with clubs,
leagues, members, the AFC and FIFA.

Article (54) — Finance and Marketing Committee

The Finance and Marketing Committee shall be responsible for overseeing all
financial matters falling within the competence of the Association, including
promotion, marketing, the announcement of tenders and auctions, and related
matters.

The Committee shall develop the financial strategic plan of the Association
and provide advice to the Council on all financial matters contributing to the
development of the Association’s revenues. It shall review the reports of
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external auditors upon request of the Council and analyze the budget and
financial statements prepared by the Council prior to their approval.

The Committee shall include one member with legal expertise and one
member with accounting expertise.

Article (55) — Legal Affairs Committee

The Legal Affairs Committee shall be responsible for examining draft
regulations submitted by the Council, reviewing contracts intended to be
concluded and providing opinions thereon, in addition to considering any
legal matters referred to it by the Council.

Article (56) — Futsal Committee

The Futsal Committee shall be responsible for organizing futsal events and
competitions and for considering all matters relating to the promotion and
development of this discipline.

Article (57) — Beach Soccer Committee

The Beach Soccer Committee shall be responsible for organizing beach soccer
events and competitions and for considering all matters relating to the
promotion and development of this discipline.

Article (58) — Audit and Governance Committee

The Audit and Governance Committee shall be responsible for auditing and
verifying the accuracy of financial and administrative matters within the
Association. It shall review the reports of external auditors upon request of
the Council.

The members of the Committee shall be appointed by the General Assembly
upon nomination by the Council.

The Committee shall submit its reports to the General Assembly and to the
Council.

Article (59) — Media Committee

The Media Committee shall be responsible for formulating the media policy in
alignment with the general strategy of the Association, supervising its
iImplementation, establishing relations with various media entities, and
ensuring coverage of all activities and events of the Association through the
available media channels.
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Article (60) — National Teams Committee

The National Teams Committee shall be responsible for matters relating to the
national teams in accordance with the provisions of these Statutes and the
regulations governing its work.

Article (61) — Players’ Status and Transfers Committee

The Players’ Status and Transfers Committee shall be responsible for
monitoring compliance with the Regulations on the Status and Transfer of
Players in accordance with the FIFA Regulations on the Status and Transfer of
Players and the national regulations governing the status and transfer of
players. It shall determine the status of players in the various competitions of
the Association.

The Committee may propose specific regulations defining its powers and
jurisdiction.

Article (62) — Referees Committee

The Referees Committee shall be responsible for monitoring the application
of the Laws of the Game. It shall appoint referees for matches in competitions
and various events organized by the Association.

The Committee shall regulate refereeing affairs and oversee the education,
training, development and evaluation of referees. It shall also select
candidates for inclusion in the international list issued annually by FIFA.

Article (63) — Women’s Football Committee

The Women's Football Committee shall be responsible for organizing women's
football competitions and events and for coordinating and considering all
matters relating thereto.

Article (64) — Ad Hoc Committees

The Council may, when necessary, establish ad hoc committees to carry out
specific tasks for a defined period. The Council shall appoint the chairpersons,
deputy chairpersons and members of such committees.

The duties and functions of these committees shall be determined by
regulations or decisions issued by the Council. Each committee shall be
directly accountable to the Council.
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SECTION FOUR
GENERAL SECRETARIAT

Article (65) — General Secretariat

The General Secretariat shall carry out all administrative functions of the
Association under the leadership and management of the General Secretary.

Members of the General Secretariat shall comply with these Statutes and the
internal regulations of the Association and shall perform the duties assigned
to them in an appropriate manner.

Article (66) — General Secretary

1.

The General Secretary shall be the chief executive of the General
Secretariat and shall report to the President of the Council. The General
Secretary shall not be a member of the General Assembly or a member
of any body of the Association, the AFC or FIFA, except in activities and
committees in which the Association is represented by virtue of the
office of General Secretary.

The General Secretary shall be assisted by an Assistant General
Secretary who shall perform the duties assigned by the General
Secretary and shall assume the powers of the General Secretary in the
event of absence.

The appointment of the General Secretary and the Assistant General
Secretary shall be in accordance with the provisions of Labour Law, and
both shall possess the necessary qualifications.

The General Secretary shall have the following responsibilities:

a) To implement the decisions adopted by the General Assembly and
the Council in accordance with the directives of the President.

b) To prepare the agenda of the General Assembly and to draft the
minutes of meetings in accordance with these Statutes.

c) To attend meetings of the General Assembly, the Council, the
Executive Office, the standing and ad hoc committees and other
bodies, to organize their meetings and to record their minutes.

d) To manage and safeguard the files and accounting records of the
Association.

e) To assume responsibility for the correspondence of the Association.

f) To establish and strengthen relations with members, committees,
FIFA and the AFC.
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g) To organize the General Secretariat and to develop a strong
administrative team capable of operating the Association effectively
and efficiently.

h) To appoint, dismiss or promote employees of the General Secretariat,
determine their remuneration and impose administrative sanctions
on them in accordance with the Labour Law.

i) To nominate employees of the Association reporting to the President
and to supervise them administratively.

j) To propose the general budget and prepare the annual financial
reports of the Association.
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SECTION FIVE
JUDICIAL BODIES

Article (67) — Judicial Bodies

1. The Judicial Bodies of the Association shall be:
a) The Disciplinary and Ethics Committee.
b) The Appeals Committee.

2. The responsibilities and functions of each of the Judicial Bodies shall be
determined by specific regulations in accordance with these Statutes
and the applicable regulations, and in @ manner not inconsistent with
the regulations of FIFA.

3. The powers of the Judicial Bodies shall not prejudice the powers of other
committees to take their decisions.

Article (68) — Appointment and Removal of Members of the Judicial Bodies
and Eligibility Requirements

1. The General Assembly shall appoint the chairpersons, deputy
chairpersons and members of the Judicial Bodies upon nomination by
the Council.

2. Members of the Judicial Bodies shall meet the following conditions:

a) They shall possess the necessary knowledge and experience in the
field of football.

b) They shall not have been convicted of an offence involving honour
or integrity.

c) At least two members of each body hold a legal qualification.

d) Membership of the Judicial Bodies shall not be combined with
membership of the Council, the General Secretariat, the standing
committees or the board of directors of any member of the General
Assembly.

3. No Judicial Body shall be dissolved, nor shall any of its members be
removed, except in the following cases:

a) Loss of any of the conditions required for appointment.
b) Proven inability of the member or the body to perform its duties.

c) Absence of a member from (5) five consecutive meetings or (8) eight non-
consecutive meetings of the body without an excuse accepted by the
chairperson of the body.
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The removal of members of the Judicial Bodies shall be affected by decision
of the General Assembly upon recommendation of the Council.

Article (69) — Disciplinary and Ethics Committee

1.

2.

3.

The Disciplinary and Ethics Committee shall consist of a Chairperson, a
Deputy Chairperson and not fewer than (5) five members and not more
than (7) seven members.

The Committee shall adopt its decisions in the presence of at least half
of its members, including the Chairperson or the Deputy Chairperson,
after conducting the necessary investigation and deliberation.

The Disciplinary and Ethics Committee may adopt decisions by
circulation in urgent matters. Such decision shall be valid by Absolute
Majority.

4. The Disciplinary and Ethics Committee shall be competent to impose the

sanctions provided for in these Statutes and in accordance with the
Disciplinary Regulations.

Article (70) — Appeals Committee

1.

4.

The Appeals Committee shall consist of a Chairperson, a Deputy
Chairperson and not fewer than (5) five members and not more than (7)
seven members.

The Committee shall adopt its decisions in the presence of at least half
of its members, including the Chairperson or the Deputy Chairperson.

The Appeals Committee may adopt decisions by circulation in urgent
matters. Such decision shall be valid by Absolute Majority.

The Appeals Committee shall be competent to examine appeals against
decisions of the Disciplinary and Ethics Committee and to consider
appeals submitted against decisions of other committees operating
within the Association in accordance with their respective regulations.

Article (71) - Disciplinary Sanctions

1.

The disciplinary sanctions that may be imposed on natural persons are:
a) Reprimand.

b) Warning.

c) Fine.
d)
)

e) Suspension or expulsion.

Community service.
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f) Suspension from participation in matches.

g) Prohibition from using dressing rooms or sitting on the substitutes’
bench.

h) Prohibition from entering the stadium.
i) Ban from participation in any activity related to football.
j) Withdrawal of titles or medals and recovery of prizes or awards.

k) Any other sanctions provided for in the regulations and decisions
iIssued by FIFA and the AFC.

2. The disciplinary sanctions that may be imposed on legal persons are:

a) Warning.

O

Fine.

o O

)

)

) Prohibition on registering players.

) Playing one or more matches without spectators.
)

]

Playing one or more matches on neutral ground.

=

Prohibition from playing at a specified ground or stadium.

g) Exclusion from ongoing competitions.

h) Exclusion from future competitions.

i) Annulment of the result of a match.

j) Forfeiture of a match.

k) Replay of a match.

) Deduction of points.

m) Relegation to a lower division.

n) Withdrawal of titles or medals and recovery of prizes or awards.

0) Permanent or temporary deprivation of revenues resulting from
domestic competitions.

p) Community service.

Article (72) — National Dispute Resolution Chamber

1.

A National Dispute Resolution Chamber shall be established and shall
have jurisdiction over all domestic disputes between clubs and players
relating to contracts, training compensation and solidarity
contributions. The Council shall issue the regulation governing the
composition, jurisdiction and procedures of this Chamber in accordance
with the principles of the FIFA Dispute Resolution Chamber. Decisions of
the Chamber shall be subject to appeal before the National Court of
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Arbitration for Sport. Appeals shall be submitted to the Bahrain
Chamber for Dispute Resolution in accordance with its sports arbitration
rules.

The National Dispute Resolution Chamber shall consist of a Chairperson
and a Deputy Chairperson with legal expertise and not fewer than five
members and not more than seven members.

Article (73) — Arbitration Body of the Association

The Association may establish an Arbitration Body to adjudicate domestic
internal disputes between the Association and its members, players, coaches,
officials, match agents and players’ agents, where the contract stipulates or
the parties to the dispute agree to submit to such body.

This shall exclude matters falling within the jurisdiction of the Judicial Bodies.

The Council shall issue the regulation governing the composition, jurisdiction
and procedures of this Arbitration Body.

Article (74) — Recourse to Courts

1.

2.

The Association, its members, officials, match agents and players shall
not refer any dispute to the national ordinary courts except where
expressly provided for in these Statutes or in the FIFA Regulations.

The Disciplinary and Ethics Committee, the Appeals Committee, the
National Dispute Resolution Chamber and the Bahrain Chamber for
Dispute Resolution in accordance with its sports arbitration rules shall
have jurisdiction over internal disputes between parties affiliated with
the Association as provided for in these Statutes. FIFA and the AFC shall
have jurisdiction over disputes of an international nature arising
between parties affiliated with different associations or confederations,
unless the parties agree to submit to a national arbitral body, all in
accordance with these Statutes and the regulations and decisions
Issued by FIFA, the AFC and the Association.

Members of the Association, officials, players, match agents and
intermediaries shall be deemed bound to review and comply with these
Statutes and with the regulations, rulings and decisions issued by the
Association, its committees and its Judicial Bodies.

Any person violating the provisions of this Article shall be subject to the
sanctions provided for in these Statutes.

Article (75) — Bahrain Chamber for Dispute Resolution

1.

Pursuant to these Statutes, the Association, its members, clubs, leagues,
officials, players and any entities or persons affiliated with the
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Association acknowledge and undertake that the Bahrain Chamber for
Dispute Resolution shall be the highest judicial authority with exclusive
jurisdiction to adjudicate sports disputes in accordance with its sports
arbitration rules, after exhaustion of the internal remedies within the
Association in accordance with these Statutes.

Decisions issued by the Bahrain Chamber for Dispute Resolution shall
be final, binding and not subject to appeal before any local or
international body.

The Bahrain Chamber for Dispute Resolution shall not have jurisdiction
over disputes relating to any decisions issued by the Judicial Bodies of
the Association concerning the following:

a) Disputes relating to the application of the Laws of the Game.

b) Suspensions of up to four matches or up to three months, except for
decisions relating to doping matters.

Decisions concerning all matters related to doping shall be issued in
accordance with the applicable anti-doping regulations, the World Anti-
Doping Code and the FIFA Statutes.

Article (76) — Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS)

1.

3.

The Association recognizes the jurisdiction of the Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS) in accordance with the provisions set forth in these Statutes
and in the Statutes of FIFA and the AFC.

In accordance with the relevant provisions of the FIFA Statutes, any
appeal against a final and binding decision issued by FIFA shall be
submitted to the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS). CAS shall not hear
appeals relating to breaches of the Laws of the Game, suspensions of
up to four matches or up to three months, decisions issued by the
Bahrain Chamber for Dispute Resolution, or decisions issued by any
independent and duly constituted arbitral body of the Association
recognized by FIFA.

The Association shall fully comply, and shall ensure compliance by its
members, players, officials and match agents, with any final decision
issued by a body of FIFA or by the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS).
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CHAPTER FOUR
FINANCIAL AFFAIRS

Article (77) — Financial Year

1.

The financial year of the Association shall commence on 1 January and
end on 31 December.

The annual budget of the Association shall include its revenues and
expenditure for the financial year. A financial strategy shall be
established to take into account the major future financial obligations
of the Association and to create reserve accounts accordingly.

The financial affairs of the Association shall be managed in accordance
with the applicable laws and regulations and under the supervision of
the Olympic Committee.

The General Secretary and the Financial Director shall be responsible
for preparing the annual financial report of the Association and its
affiliated entities at the end of the financial year no later than 31
December of each year.

The Financial Director shall maintain proper accounting records under
the supervision of the General Secretary.

The Association shall maintain a bank account in its name with one of
the national banks, into which the funds of the Association shall be
deposited and from which disbursements shall be made in accordance
with the financial regulations of the Association.

The Council shall issue the financial regulations of the Association,
specifying the mechanisms for revenue collection, expenditure items,
authorized signatories for payment orders and cheques, spending limits
and controls for transfers between budget chapters.

Article (78) — Revenues

1.

The revenues of the Association shall consist of the following:

a) Funds allocated by the Bahrain Olympic Committee and the General
Sports Authority.

b) Annual membership subscriptions.
c) Funds allocated by international sports bodies.

d) Revenues from domestic and international matches in which the
Association participates.
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e) Revenues from sponsorship and marketing agreements relating to
the Association’s events.

f) Proceeds of fines imposed by the competent bodies in accordance
with these Statutes.

g) Financial support provided by the State.

h) Donations and grants awarded to the Association subject to the
approval of the Council.

i) Subscriptions and other revenues within the scope of the objectives
pursued by the Association and in compliance with the law.

j) Returns derived from the exploitation of the Association’s resources.

2. The Association may establish commercial companies to serve one or
more of the activities upon which it is based.

Article (79) — Expenditures

The Association shall bear the following expenditures:
a) Expenditures approved in the budget.

b) Expenditures approved by the General Assembly or the Council within their
respective powers.

c) All other expenditures within the scope of the objectives pursued by the
Association.

Article (80) — Financial Auditors

The financial auditors appointed by the General Assembly shall audit the
accounts of the Association in accordance with the approved accounting
standards and shall submit their report to the General Secretary for
presentation to the General Assembly at its meeting.

The auditors shall be appointed for a term of one year, renewable.

The General Sports Authority may appoint external reviewers and auditors for
the Association. The employees and staff of the Association shall cooperate
with them and enable them to perform their duties whenever requested.

Article (81) = Membership Subscriptions

1. Membership subscription fees shall be due at the beginning of each
football season. New members shall pay their annual subscription
within thirty days from the date of the conclusion of the General
Assembly meeting at which their membership was approved.
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2. The General Assembly shall determine the value of the annual
subscription every two years upon recommendation of the Council. The
subscription shall be equal for all members and shall not exceed five
hundred Bahraini Dinars.

Article (82) — Set-Off

The Association may deduct any amount due to a member in order to settle
any outstanding debts owed by that member to the Association or pursuant
to a decision issued by the Judicial Bodies or arbitral bodies.

Article (83) — Fees

The Association may require members to pay fees in respect of matches.
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CHAPTER FIVE
COMPETITIONS AND EVENTS

Article (84) — Domestic Competitions

1.

The Association shall organize the following official competitions:
a) First Division League.

b) Second Division League.

c) His Majesty the King's Cup for the First and Second Divisions.

d) Age Group League Competitions, including Youth, Juniors and Cadets.
)

e) Cup Competitions for the Age Groups, including Youth, Juniors and

Cadets.
f) Any competitions or tournaments introduced by the Association.

The Council may authorize leagues affiliated with the Association to
organize competitions and events, provided that this does not conflict
with the competitions organized by the Association.

The Association may organize special competitions for particular
occasions or circumstances, provided that regulations governing such
competitions are issued.

The Council shall issue the regulations governing these competitions
and determine the number of teams participating therein.

Article (85) — Licensing for Organizing or Participating in Matches and

Events

1.

2.

3.

The Council shall issue the regulations governing participation in the
competitions and events of the Association. Such regulations shall
specify the clubs to which they apply and shall be applied to First
Division clubs qualifying for competitions organized by the Asian
Football Confederation, with the aim of improving the professional
environment of First Division clubs and enhancing organizational
standards.

The Council shall determine the requirements relating to the
administrative staff for each category of national team and for clubs.

The Council shall issue licenses for football activities in accordance with
the foundations and requirements set forth in the Club Licensing
Regulations within the Association’s club licensing system.
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4. The Club Licensing System aims to ensure fair competition among clubs,

improve the professional standards of the Association, promote
sporting and human values in accordance with the principles of fair play,
ensure the safety and security of the match environment, and enhance
transparency in matters relating to the financing, ownership and
management of clubs.

Article (86) — Rights in Domestic Matches and Events

1.

2.

3.

The Association and its members shall be the owners of all rights arising
from the competitions and events organised by it. This shall include
financial rights, audio recordings, visual recordings, broadcasting rights,
production rights, radio broadcasting rights, multimedia rights,
marketing and promotional rights, and moral rights such as logos and
copyrights, without any restriction as to content, time, place, technical
or legal aspects.

The Council shall determine the rules governing the exploitation of such
rights and shall issue the necessary regulations in this regard.

The Council shall have the authority to grant licenses for the
exploitation of all rights relating to audio-visual data and other rights
referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article in respect of football matches
and other events, in accordance with the regulations issued by the
Council.

Article (87) — International Matches and Events

1.

2.

The Association shall have the exclusive right to organize or authorize
the organization of, or to participate in, international and external
matches, competitions and events involving national teams, member
clubs and leagues. No such matches or events shall be organized or
participated in without prior authorization from the Executive
Committee of FIFA and the AFC and in accordance with the rules
approved by FIFA.

The Association shall comply with the international match calendar
established by FIFA.

Article (88) — Relations with Non-Member Associations

The Association and its members shall not play matches or establish sporting
relations with associations that are not members of FIFA or with provisional
members of continental confederations without the approval of the
Association and FIFA.
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CHAPTER SIX
FINAL PROVISIONS

Article (89) — Interpretation and Residual Powers

1. The Council shall have the final decision in matters not expressly
provided for in these Statutes and shall be competent to interpret the
provisions of these Statutes.

2. The Council shall be the competent authority to decide on matters
relating to conflicts of interest.

Article (90) — Affiliation with Other Associations

Member clubs and leagues shall not be permitted to affiliate with any other
football association without prior approval from the Association, the other
association concerned, the AFC and FIFA.

Article (91) — Applicable Regulations

In matters not expressly provided for in these Statutes, the provisions set forth
in the regulations and decisions issued by FIFA and the AFC shall apply.

Article (92) — Withdrawal of Confidence from the Council

1. The General Assembly have the right to adopt a decision withdrawing
confidence from the Council in the following cases:

a) Proven corruption or serious financial irregularities committed by
the Council.

b) Failure to achieve the legal quorum for meetings of the Council for
(4) four consecutive meetings or (8) eight non-consecutive meetings
within one year.

c) Failure to convene the Ordinary General Assembly on (2) two
consecutive or non-consecutive occasions without a justified
regulatory reason.

d) Withdrawal, suspension or freezing of recognition of the Association
by FIFA or the AFC, or suspension of its participation.

e) Resignation or dismissal of more than half of the members of the
Council.

2. Any decision to withdraw confidence from the Council shall require the
approval of a Special Majority of the members of the General Assembly
at an Extraordinary General Assembly convened specifically for this
purpose.
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Article (93) — Dissolution of the Association

1. A decision to dissolve the Association shall require the approval of a
Special Majority of the members of the General Assembly at an
Extraordinary General Assembly convened specifically for this purpose.

2. In the event of dissolution of the Association, all its assets and funds
shall devolve to the Olympic Committee or to another temporary body
designated by the General Assembly by Special Majority. Such body shall
preserve them until the Association is re-established, in accordance
with the applicable laws of the Kingdom.

Article (94) — Voting

Fractions in voting shall be calculated by rounding up to the next whole
number.

Article (95) — Entry into Force

These Statutes were approved by resolution of the General Assembly
convened in Manama at the Crowne Plaza Hotel on Monday, 18 September
2023. They shall enter into force as of that date, and a copy thereof shall be
notified to FIFA and to the Bahrain Olympic Committee.
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